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(a) Except as otherwise provided, the governing board of a school district shall consist of five members 
elected at large by the qualified voters of the district. The terms of the members shall, except as otherwise 
provided, be for four years and staggered so that as nearly as practicable one-half of the members shall be 
elected in each odd-numbered year. 

(b) A unified school district may have a governing board of seven members in the event the proposal for 
unification has specified a governing board of seven members. The members of the board shall be elected 
at large or by trustee areas as designated in the proposal for unification and shall serve four-year terms of 
office. 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), and except as provided in this subdivision and Section 5018, the 




