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Marie Higby, a longtime Fontana resident, passed away suddenly but 

peacefully at home on April 8, 2013 at the age of 82 years. A native of 

Oregon, she was the daughter of John E. Smith, Sr. and his wife Gertrude M. 

Mobley. She came to California in 1945 and graduated from Chaffey High 

School in Ontario, CA. She met and married Carl M. Higby in 1946 while 

they were both working at Armstrong Nurseries in Ontario.  

Marie is survived by her husband and daughters Donna (Richard) Metcalfe of 

Rialto and Janet Higby of Fontana, a sister Gloria Feagley of Clearlake, CA, 
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